
During the 2010-2011 year, the Museum received over 14,000 visitors,
an increase of 8% . 12,000 Montrealers and international visitors this
past year also had the unique opportunity to hear the testimony of one
of 60 survivor speakers.

A successful event was held on May 31st for the members of the
Centre's President's Circle. The film , The Last Survivor, attests to the
importance of education about genocide and engagement for genocide
prevention and to combat prejudice.The film will be shown to a public
audience to launch our Holocaust Education Series on October 26th

Montreal Museums Day 2011
This year's Montreal Museums Day attracted 1034 new visitors to our museum including Manon Blanchette,
Executive Director of the Board of Montreal Museum Directors, Mrs . Helen Fotopoulos, Cote des Neiges City
Councillor and member of the City of Montreal executive committee, and Penelope McQuade, spokesperson
of Museums Day.

Eszter Andor - Remembrance Coordinator
Helena Daniel- Reservations Agent
Dianne Fallis- Finance Officer
Julie Guinard - Museum & Collection Coordinator
Audrey Licop - Events & Communications Coordinator
Sabrina Moisan - Education Coordinator
Till Seelich - Gedenkdiener
Karine Seidman - Assistant to the Executive Director
Julie Shugarman - Human Rights Coordinator
Cornelia Strickler - Video Archivist BENERCIARYOF I
Pauline Zoldan - Secretary - Receptionist

Since November 2010 , thanks to the Museums Assistance Program of Canadian Heritage,
the MHMC is updating and improving its Oral History database.
Thus we deepen our knowledge of the collection so that we can share it more easily with
researchers, students and the general public . Video clips of the testimonies are and will be
used for our museum, website, educational projects and virtual exhibits.

Since 1994, the MHMC has interviewed and recorded almost 500 Holocaust
survivors and/or World War 11 veterans. The recorded test imonies of these women
and men are essential for at least three reasons :

- They contribute to a better comprehension of the complex history of the Holocaust,
- They help us to put a face to the millions of victims of this tragedy,
- They inform the generations to come about the lives of Jewish communities before ,

during and after the tragedy.

In other news...

A Look Into our Collection: Recorded Oral Testimonies

A Few Highlights

Yom Hashoah 2011
Quebec Premier Jean Charest addressed the annual Yom Hashoah commemoration, held May 1st, which
remembers the 6 million Jewish victims of the Holocaust. More than 1,200 people attended one of the largest
gatherings of the community. This year 's theme , "The life that was", was illustrated by six survivor candle
lighters who shared their memories about family and community life through video clips, as well as through
songs and readings.

ures
Book Fair 2011
Keep an eye on your inboxes in August! Following an exciting event in 2009 , the Montreal Holocaust Memorial
centre is organizing another Book Fair dedicated to the memoirs of Montreal survivors. The date is yet to be
confirmed but this should take place in the last fortnight of August, on a Sunday afternoon .All Holocaust survivors
who live or lived in Montreal and who have written their memoirs are invited to present their books to the public .

Curious readers or others interested by the stories of lives disrupted by the war and the Holocaust are
invited to attend this public event. The Azrieli Foundation will be there , presenting its publications and the
Olivieri bookstore will also offer the opportunity to purchase reference books on the history of the Holocaust.
In short, an exciting event for history buffs, book lovers and life story enthusiasts!
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A Look Into our Collection: The Gerry Maass fonds~=
The Gerry Maass fonds constitutes one of the largest donations to the Montreal Holocaust
Memorial Centre's collection since the organization's founding. It includes thousands of
documents, photographs, letters and artifacts belonging to the Maass and Elsbach families,
both from Germany. This significant donation reflects the story of persecution against
German Jews starting in 1933 and allows the Centre to trace one family's desperate efforts
to escape the Nazi regime.

Gerry Maass (1918-2009) was the youngest of three children from a Jewish family living in
Hamburg, Germany. His father, Adolf Maass was a partner and manager of the transport
company Kuehne & Nagel. Gerry's family lived in a beautiful house in which his mother
Kathe (born Elsbach), a significant patron of the arts, collected antique books and German
Expressionist paintings. The Elsbach family also owned Herforder Hemdenfabrik J. Elsbach
& Co. , the largest garment factory of lingerie in cont inental Europe at the start of the first
World War .

Montreal Holocaust
Memorial Centre
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Holocaust Education Series 2011
The Holocaust Education Series is back! From October 26th to November 6th the Series will feature current topics
and world recognized presenters to help the public learn and discuss these important issues. The Teachers'
Conference will look at how educators teach about the Holocaust and other genocides; an event will be devoted to

the Roma peoples from WWII to today; a panel discussion will debate the issue of minority and majority relations an the Human Rights Youth
Action Committee will host an event entitled "Seeking Refuge " discussing modern day refugee issues . We are proud to present this exciting
program, which will highlight the legacy of survivors and of the history of the Holocaust. Look out for the brochure, soon available in your
neighbourhood!

http://www.mhmc.ca/en/news/view/4
http://www.azrielifoundation.org/
http://www.azrielifoundation.org/memoirs/
http://www.facebook.com/LibrairieOlivieri
http://mhmc.ca/media_library/files/HES%202011%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/news/view/22
http://www.jewishpubliclibrary.org/blog/?p=1488
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/pages/donate-an-object
http://citizenshift.org/node/22463&dossier_nid=22423
http://www.rcip-chin.gc.ca/index-eng.jsp
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/pages/the-collection
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/pages/the-museum
http://www.mhmc.ca/en
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/pages/resources
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150174835164140.320788.78382729139
http://www.mhmc.ca/en/news/view/24
http://www.museesmontreal.org/en/Montreal_Museums_Day.htm
http://www.museesmontreal.org/
http://www.thelastsurvivor.com/
http://www.mhmc.ca/en
http://www.mhmc.ca/en
http://www.twitter.com/MuseeHolocauste/
https://us2.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=950829#
http://www.federationcja.org/

